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Be Sure Not To Politically Correct Others WltUe Socialising 
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O haticBs are, as you ascend 
your career ladder, cue of the 
TLtngs contain the follDwirig 
warning: When irt a social setting, 
refrain from discussing refigior 
and politics. Since the United 
States Is In the midst of what 
promises to be a hotly contested 
presidential race, the subject of 
politics IS bound to irfiltrate your 
next conversation among friends 
and colieagues. So what^s tiie 
politically correct way to broach 
the subject of politics - keeping 
proper etiquette ii mind? 

whether you are a Democrat era 
Repllbilcai. a SupFiDiler of Barret 0^srf\A, 
Hilary Clinton or )f)lin McCaiil, you better tiaiic 
a cursory l^rowMge df what you're talking 
abOLiI, sayi Bruce M. Hennas, maii-agirg 
partner af Henmes Cornell urlcaiiOrtS. i crisis- 


commiinicatiors, media ttainirigani! media 
relations tojiEultrng firm based in Cl^vsEaiid. 

"Some Suggest Ihe &iib[e:ts of relighr 
andpolitiKsliould be Off limits Iji bLsiress 
situations," hernieS says. "PErsanally, I dw'l 
^Scee, Regardless, witin imafsst ari^d passions 
rjrnins so high liiis el&cliori cycle, politics 
is virlLi^llvimpossihle to avoid. The EieBl 
fltiqoetle is to start with tlie mindset that your 
bLsiress 3SSQ<[ate's opinioi is deserving ol 
palite curisi deration - unices Itiey're either a 
blatant racist or Holocaust denier." 

hieiines suggesls that voti do more 
listejiing than talltinj. Ask qucstims ot others 
- and take a real interest ir tlieit 5n£WeiS. 
Active iisEaninj, where yUti look someaie 
siraiglil in the eyes vihile they are talking, 
nodding youi head from time i-e time and 
interjectimg tiriet verbal respnn^eSf is 3r\ 
.effe:tiw& technique. 

It the discussion, turns partisan, or when 
yon have no idea wliat the olhijr person 
is talking about, you can lutilt^e 8 method 
often used by rhc pundits on television and 
ratlia tallt shews and talic tlie conversation 
W llie next higher level ofconsiderstiOJi, If 
yoj'ie not especially know iedg'e able about 
the immigrBilon iSSUe. you can move the 
convetsation to a discussicin about tli? work 
etJiicin icneral. 

"You don't have to be able to five a 
doctoral disseitaticn on any given subject, 
bjt befoFp you lolj a iierbal bamborintsrlact 
an cpinior^, vql should be reasonably and 
responsibly informed," Hennes sa^s. "Vour 
information slionld come from a ivide varieSy 
of sources, notjustAirAmerltaifyouf jjoiitits 
tilt left or FoK IMews if you tilt (iglil. In (3c!, 
Some bellEve lligE if you can't argue the other 
sideoftheEssue, you li^ve no business taking 
a stand." 

Hsnnes beliewes titg adage "Knowledge 
is Power" is true. Whether online or i^n print, 
being knowledgeatile aliout local issues 
starts with reading local nevfspapcrs mr 
listening to talk radio - not before yon hit the 
5ark and turn or (he l& p.m. news. 

"Another cretffble Source for local HfWt, 


irforination, and issues is th^fohn Lanigar 
and Jirrmy (Vlalore Show on WMJi-ios./ 
FiV, which airs between 5^30 and lo a.m.." 
Hennes notes. "Ves, tliere's oFien a lot of 
humor on the shevj, Ijui in between the 
comedy bits yon will hesr in-depth intervlev^s 
with politicians, authors arsd ncvismske/s 
that are serious as cholesterol." 

gefore you find yourself at a cocktail 
parts', fundraiser or husines-s mixer with your 
back against Ihe v/ail, Hertnes suggests ym 
brush irp on pollErcs by reading The New 
for!; Times, The Wall Street Joumai and 
IheWasiiington Post. He also recommends 
listening to National Public Radio. 

"The writer^ and editors of those media 
outlets aren't infallible, which is VfEiy yOu 
reed to axp.iJid ytiur journalistic horizons 
ba/ond those papers," Hennss ssyi. "Simply 
pjt. yoj will find the bestwritins and 
JDUrnslisttl in America in their pagc.^." 

Can't set to your local newsstand before 
headingtothe tiomeof youiboSsfora 
dinner party? Yon can keep up witii these 
publications by using the free Google 
Reader to ,t.ubs:ii1je lo these news sourcGS 
on the lnierr>ei, Vou willget a single Wel> 
page where the latest articles have been 
aggregated foj- s ■quick skim. 

Hennes feels, "As a good citiier of 
Cleveland, you can pcniiably and easily answer 
a question about the Indians. Don't ycm think 
you should know why Obama, CSinton and 
McCain would he the best choice for president 
withoiit resorting to an empty slogan?" 

The best defense to politely skirting the 
subjects of religion and politics is always a 
goad offense, Hennes says. He suggests yotl 
go Into QtjeStiifn mode and i^ecp the focus en 
your inteilocutoL If pushed, you tan always 
move to a side subjef t. 

Then again, you can simply agree to 
disagree. There's nothins politically incoii-ect 
with this decision. ■ 
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